REMARKS 



Claims 17 - 38 are pending. Claims 39-44 have been canceled. Applicants further note that 
claim 19, which refers to a non-elected species, has not been canceled. 



The Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph 
Claims 17, 18 and 20-44 are rejected under this section as being enabling for treating 
raised blood lipid levels but not reasonably providing enablement for preventing raised blood 
lipid levels. 

Applicants have amended the claims to overcome this rejection. Withdrawal is now 
believed to be in order and notice to that effect is respectfully requested. 



The Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
Claims 17, 18 and 20- 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over 
Englert et al in view of Robbins et al. This rejection is respectfully traversed for the following 
reason. 

Applicants agree that Englert et al teaches benzolguanidines of formula I as 
cardioprotective compounds useful in the treatment of arrhythmias and angina pectoris. 

The Examiner states that the Robbins reference teaches a relationship between raised 
blood lipid levels as a cause for some manifestations of ischemic heart disease including angina 
pectoris. Applicants submit that the secondary reference only teaches one of many symptoms of 
heart disease, i.e., angina pectoris. Robbins teaches many causes for ischemic heart diseases 
other than raised lipid levels. Concluding that treating patients with angina pectoris could be 
used to treat patients with raised lipid levels is confusing cause and effect. 

According, the Englert and Robbins do not provide a prima facie case of obviousness and 
the rejection respectfully should be withdrawn. 
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The Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 



Claims 39-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over Englert et al 
in view of Robbins et al and further in view of Goodman and Gilmans. 

Applicants have canceled claims 39-44. Accordingly, this rejection should be withdrawn. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the amendments to the claims now place the 
application in condition for allowance, and respectfully request early, favorable action on the 
application. Should the Examiner believe that an interview would advance the prosecution of 
this application, the Applicants invite him to contact the undersigned at 908.23 1 .4658. 



sanofi-aventis U.S Inc. 
Patent Department 
Route #202-206 / P.O. Box 6800 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 
Telephone (908)231-4658 
Telefax (908)231-2626 

Docket No. DEAV 1996/F140 US CNT 



Respectfully submitted, 




Karen I. Krupen, Reg. No. 34,647 
Attorney For Applicant 
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